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MONOGRAPHS IN ALLERGY. Vol. 2, Tissue Mast Cells in Immune Re-
actions. By R. Keller. New York, American Elsevier Publishing Company,
Inc., 1966. 144 pp.
The relation of tissue mast cells to immune reactions, particularly ana-
phylaxis, has been the subject of extensive investigation and speculation
in recent years. It is generally agreed that a variety of pharmacologically
active substances are involved in the pathogenesis of anaphylaxis, that
many of these substances are stored in tissue mast cells, and that anaphylaxis
in many species is mediated by release from mast cells of these substances
as a consequence of an appropriate antigen-antibody interaction. This
monograph begins with a brief and uncritical review of the literature
on these important and interesting relationships. This is followed by a
much more thorough treatment of that aspect of the problem that ap-
parently is of greatest interest to the author: ziz., studies on the mechanism
of release of histamine from mast cells in anaphylactic reactions. A detailed
account is presented of experiments, largely the author's, that support
the hypothesis that a nonspecific constituent of serum, a chymotrypsin-like
esterase that is very similar to, but probably not identical with, a com-
ponent of complement is essential for release of histamine.
The author acknowledges that, as a matter of convenience, in his studies
he used mast cells from the rat, an animal in which the role of mast cell
degranulation in anaphylaxis is questionable. Furthermore, because of the
difficulty in demonstrating degranulation of mast cells of the rat with the
naturally occurring direct form of anaphylaxis, he found it necessary
to use the artificial model of reversed anaphylaxis. Consequently, the
relevance of these observations to naturally occurring phenomena remains
to be demonstrated.
This monograph will be of value primarily to those who have an interest
in studies on the mechanism of release of histamine from mast cells. It
is not recommended for those who seek a basic understanding of the rela-
tion of tissue mast cells to immune reactions.
ROBERT J. LEVINE
THE AMINO SUGARS. Vol. IIB, Metabolism and Interactions. Edited by
Endre A. Balazs and Roger W. Jeanloz. New York, Academic Press,
1966. 516 pp. $22.00.
As the last of the proposed series, The Amino Sugars, Volume IIB brings
together a wide array of biochemical, biological, and medical literature
bearing on the metabolism and physiological importance of amino sugar-
containing compounds to successfully complete this valuable survey. General
areas included are: 1) the enzymology of amino sugar synthesis and the
formation of amino sugar-containing polymers, 2) the degradation of
these compounds, and 3) the biological properties of this diverse class of
molecules. Specific topics reviewed sufficiently cover the major fields in-
tended and thus produce a volume that is both a complete reference work
and a fairly detailed accounting of many specialties.
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